C O M P A S S
W E
E SS TT EE R
R N
N
W

2

CAMPUS

W A
A SS H
H II N
N G
G T
T O
O N
N
W

Front Cover

U N
N II V
V EE R
R SS II TT YY
U

"I think we miss
a lot of very
bright children
by just assuming
that they'll never
make it because
they don't do well
in school. We
typically let those
kids go. We're saying, 'We're not
letting you go."
- Cyndie Shepard
Director

Children’s drawing in brochure by
fifth grade students inspired after touring
Western Washington University and where
they witnessed science lab experiments.
Produced by Kathryn Lynch, Katherine Allison, and
Valerie Burgess, Western Washington University
Service-Learning students in the English Department.
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Jasmine Smith, a fifth grade
student at Alderwood elementary
School, never used to think much about
college. She worried about passing the fifth
grade, spending time with her two brothers, and making
friends in school. College was a distant concept,
and she never truly learned what it was about.
During the fall of 2009, all that changed when
Jasmine joined
Compass 2 Campus.
Her first activity with
the program was a
tour of Western Washington University’s campus
with the other mentees. There, in front of well
over a thousand
people, she and one
other fifth grade student
were brought up on stage,
dressed in cap and gown,
and presented with college
diplomas!
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Now, Jasmine wants to experience that feeling again;
she wants to graduate! “Compass
2 Campus,” she says, “makes me
feel excited because I’m going to
probably not fail fifth grade. I might
pass fifth grade.” Every
day, she carries her
diploma with her in her
backpack, to remind her of
her goals.
Her grades have improved,
she’s turning in schoolwork
on time, and she wants to
carry that motivation all
the way through middle
and high school.
Jasmine, a bright and talented
girl, says that she now plans to
go to college and that Compass 2
Campus is what motivated her. As
she sums it up: “Other kids should try this program!”
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-Increases awareness of life options after high school.
-Sets their aspirations for graduation from high school.
-Inspires dreams of higher education.
-Supports educational achievement through
tutorial efforts.
-Excites interest in educational opportunities.

Compass 2 Campus
helps kids gain the
skills and ambition to
succeed in education
and life. Not only can
it help increase high
school graduation and
college attendance
rates, but it helps
people go out into the
world with increased

confidence and
improved goal-setting
abilities. The result?
A better trained,
better educated
workforce, and a
community powered
by active and
productive citizens.

• Connects learning to life through community
service.
• Develops leadership, communication, and teaching skills.
• Encourages retention with long term involvement. Campus wide
program nurtures faculty, peer, and mentee relationships.
Although mentoring is often associated with teaching, this program
is open to all academic focus. It is important that WWU students not
pursuing careers in education participate in order to expose young
students to other career possibilities.
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• Visits classrooms weekly.
• Forms a real emotional bond
over time with one or more
children.
• Helps with challenging schoolwork.
• Provides postive experiences and
examples as a role model who is young enough
to be a friend, but old enough to demonstrate
maturity and experience.
• Shows kids that college is a real, tangible goal.
• Gives consistent care, support, and guidance —
including sometimes just listening.
• Makes school something to look forward to, rather
than something to dread.
• Brings his or her own unique, exemplary qualities
into play.
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Bellingham
Blaine
Burlington-Edison
Ferndale
Meridian
Mount Baker

• Nooksack
• Sedro-Woolley School
• Nation for tribal
school
(added January 2010)

At the start of Compass 2 Campus,
approximately 800 fifth grade
students connected with 467 WWU
students. As of spring quarter
2010, WWU students mentoring
rose to approximately 600, and to
850 for fifth grade students now
participating in C2C.
As the program grows, it will
become available to a wider variety
of age groups as well as students
in other geographic areas.
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